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Whats) Trump, GOP Reset After Tensions 


News 


World-Wide 


rump signed the tax- 

overhaul bill into law, as 
the GOP closed the year with 
a flurry of legislative victo- 
ries after a rocky start. Al, A4 


+ Saudi Arabia is seeking 
at least $6 billion from 
Prince al-Waleed to free 
him, potentially putting his 
business empire at risk. Al 


+ The U.N. Security Council 
voted unanimously to slash 
the amount of crude oil and 
refined petroleum North 
Korea may import. A6 


+ Trump has signed off on 
providing Ukraine with lethal 
defensive weaponry, includ- 
ing antitank armaments. A6 


+ The victory by separatists 
in Catalonia has emboldened 
pro-independence groups 
to continue their push for 
secession from Spain. A6 


+ A Brooklyn, NY., jury con- 
victed two former top South 
American soccer officials of 
racketeering, wire fraud, 
and money laundering. A7 


+ The original rail plan for 
a bypass south of Tacoma, 
Wash., eliminated the sharp 
curve where an Amtrak train 
derailed, killing three. A3 


Business & Finance 
ss yp 


+ Retailers competed 
fiercely on logistics as they 
fought for last-minute sales 
in the home stretch of the 
holiday shopping season. Al 


+ Americans are spending 
more and saving less, driven 
by robust confidence and 

buoyant financial markets. A2 


+ Bitcoin’s price tumbled, 
erasing a quarter of its mar- 
ket value, as a wave of sell- 
ing hit cryptocurrencies. B1 


+ Boeing’s pursuit of Bra- 
zil’s Embraer reflects a 
goal of reaching parity 
with Airbus in small jets. B1 


+ Apple hasn’t seen a 
surge in sales of new iPhone 
models, market-research 
firms’ estimates indicate. B1 


@ Germany stopped the 
early release of economic 
data on signs of suspicious 
currency-futures trading. B1 


+ U.S. stocks eased in quiet 
trading ahead of the holiday 
weekend. The Dow slipped 
28.23 points to 24754.06. B12 


@ The SEC is on its way toa 
full slate of commissioners for 
the first time since 2015. B5 
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Republicans cheer tax 
overhaul as evidence 
of anew relationship 
following a rocky start 


By LOUISE RADNOFSKY 
AND KRISTINA PETERSON 


WASHINGTON—President 
Donald Trump and the GOP- 
controlled Congress, who 
opened their first year in full 
control of Washington on rocky 
terms, are closing it with a 
flush of late legislative achieve- 


ments: a sweeping tax over- 
haul, a long-sought repeal of a 
pillar of the Affordable Care 
Act and a surprise deal to open 
up Arctic drilling—all signed 
into law on Friday. 

After the high-profile col- 
lapse of a health-care bill to re- 
place Obamacare, the tax legis- 
lation itself is a victory that 
changes the narrative of the 
first year, some observers said. 

“To be viewed as an effec- 
tive president, you have to be 
viewed as winning on Capitol 
Hill, and this ends the year on 
an up note for him,” said Ken 


Duberstein, former chief of 
staff for Republican President 
Ronald Reagan. 

Mr. Trump and Congress will 
add their llth-hour achieve- 
ments to the confirmation of 
Supreme Court Justice Neil 
Gorsuch and other conservative 
judges to federal courts and the 
rollback of Obama-era regula- 
tions through the Congressio- 
nal Review Act. 

Republicans, who had grown 
anxious that they wouldn’t 
have enough to show voters af- 
ter their first year in control of 
the White House and Congress, 


cheered the tax bill’s passage as 
evidence of a new relationship. 

On Friday, as he signed the 
bill, Mr. Trump enthused about 
his new relationships with law- 
makers. “I can call anybody 
now,” he said. 

“This is just the beginning,” 
said Sen. Orrin Hatch (R., 
Utah), at an event to mark the 
bill’s passage Wednesday. 

Skeptics counter that it will 
be more difficult to carry that 

Please see GOP page A4 


@ Partisan vote on tax bill is a 
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President Trump on Friday. 
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Zannah Mustapha, seated, at the school he founded in Maiduguri, 


~ 


Nigeria. Talks he organized helped free 103 kidnapped girls. 
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The Girls Came Back—at a Price 


To free 103 of its famous kidnapped students, Nigeria paid Boko Haram a substantial ransom 


By JOE PARKINSON AND DREW HINSHAW 


May 6, 2017 


The convoy of Land Cruisers rattled 
down a dusty road near Nigeria’s border 
with Cameroon, plunging into the remote 
forest stronghold controlled by fighters 
from Boko Haram. If everything went to 
plan, they would arrive at the rendez- 


vous point before 4 p.m. 


Inside the trucks sat five captured 
fighters, freshly extracted from prison, 
the first piece of the government’s pro- 
posed bargain. In a separate vehicle, ac- 


cording to people involved in the deal, a 
security detail guarded Nigeria’s princi- 
pal concession to the Islamist terror 
group, a black duffel bag containing two 
million euros in plastic-wrapped cash. 

The journey had started under a driz- 
zling rain in a town torched by insur- 
gents and bombed by jets during a de- 
cade of war. The road was notorious for 
improvised explosives. One misstep could 
derail months of planning. 

The man most responsible for engi- 
neering this moment was Zannah Mus- 
tapha, a 58 year-old former barrister 


from northern Nigeria who had founded 
a school for orphans. Together with an 
agent from the Swiss government, he had 
roamed the world for nearly three years, 
organizing secret talks with Boko Haram. 
He had listened to endless diatribes and 
broken up fights at the negotiating table. 

Mustapha’s partner was an operative 
for the Human Security Division, a little- 
known cog in Switzerland’s diplomatic 
machine. He monitored the scene that 
day from a staging ground a few kilome- 
ters behind. His identity was such a 


Please see PRICE page A10 


Saudis 
Demand 
$6 Billion 
To Release 
Prince 


Saudi authorities are seeking 
at least $6 billion from Saudi 
Prince al-Waleed bin Talal to 
free him from detention, people 
familiar with the matter said, 
potentially putting the global 
business empire of one of the 
world’s richest men at risk. 

The 62-year-old prince was 


By Margherita 
Stancati in Riyadh, 
Summer Said in Dubai 
and Benoit Faucon in 
London 


one of the dozens of royals, 
government officials and busi- 
nesspeople rounded up early 
last month in a wave of ar- 
rests the Saudi government 
billed as the first volley in 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman’s campaign against 
widespread graft. 

The Saudi government has 
disclosed few details of its al- 
legations against the accused, 
many of whom have since 
been released from detention 
in a makeshift prison at the 
Riyadh Ritz-Carlton after ne- 
gotiating financial settlements. 

The $6 billion Saudi offi- 
cials are demanding from 
Prince al-Waleed, a large 
stakeholder in Western busi- 
nesses like Twitter, is among 
the highest figures they have 
sought from those arrested, 
some of the people familiar 
with the matter said. 

The prince’s fortune is esti- 

Please see SAUDI page A8 


By CAMERON McWHIRTER 


On a windy October Sunday, 
Kimberly Nickel clocked a per- 
sonal best in the PNC Milwau- 
kee Marathon of 4 hours 37 
minutes. The 53-year-old engi- 
neer said she was “super ex- 
cited, super happy.” As soon 
as she got home, she posted 
photos on Facebook, including 
a selfie with her 


Congrats, You Finished the Race! 
Sorry, We Measured It Wrong! 


Even with technology, marathons are 


4 hard to measure; too short doesn’t count 4 


it wrong?” 

The answer is simply, and 
sadly, human error. 

Even with the proliferation of 
global positioning systems, 
mapping software and wearable, 
internet-connected technology, 
measuring an official marathon 
relies on a bicycle with a tool 
developed in the 1970s. It also 
depends on the perfect execu- 

tion of a variety 


medal. of tasks from the 
“J hadn’t placement of 

even showered,” traffic cones to 

she said. “I was marking turn- 

so proud.” around points to 
Later that day basic math. 

Ms. Nickel re- A Jones Counter Just this 

ceived crushing ee year, runners 


news: the 26.2 mile course had 
been laid out incorrectly, mak- 
ing it about 0.8 miles too short 
and disqualifying the race as an 
official or certified marathon. 
She looked at photos of the 
race she had posted and “I 
quietly took them all down,” 
she said. “How could you get 


ran too short or too long in 
races in Tennessee, Texas, 
Maine, Florida, Mississippi 
and Scotland. Last year the 
Greater Manchester, England, 
marathon declared its races in 
2013, 2014 and 2015 were all 
short by 380 meters, due to a 

Please see RACES page A9 


Wave of Selling Drives Down Bitcoin Ahead of Holiday 
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The price of bitcoin 
fell sharply on 
Friday, catching 
many investors by 
surprise. The latest 
jolt to an already 
fragile market came 
Friday morning when 
a major hedge-fund 
supporter of 
cryptocurrencies, 
Michael Novogratz, 
tweeted bitcoin 
could slide another 
$4,000 before 
resuming its bull- 
market run. The 
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selloff hit other 
cryptocurrencies as 
well. B1 


Stores Fight for Last-Minute Sales 


By SARAH NASSAUER 
AND LAURA STEVENS 


In the home stretch of what 
is expected to be a strong holi- 
day shopping season, retailers 
are competing fiercely on lo- 
gistics: More e-commerce sites 
are offering fast or same-day 
shipping options as late as 
Christmas Eve, while tradi- 
tional stores are pushing in- 


store pickup of web orders 
and same-day delivery. 

The jockeying reflects the 
arsenal of tactics retailers 
have developed to win sales in 
the cutthroat holiday selling 
environment. 

Amazon.com Inc. offered 
Prime members free same-day 
shipping on orders as late as 
Dec. 24 in more than 8,000 
cities and towns. 


Because Christmas Day falls 
on a Monday this year, con- 
sumers have an extra full 
weekend to shop in stores— 
giving bricks-and-mortar re- 
tailers a slight sales advantage. 
Web retailers, meanwhile, have 
stepped up communications 
with shoppers about shipping 
deadlines and package delays, 
hoping to head off weekend 

Please see SHOP page A2 
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